Holy family kids’ Affairs!!

Cool Stuff Happening in January

Children’s Choir: Children’s choir will resume practicing on Jan. 12.  It is open to all kids from Pre-K through 5th grade.  Also, check out the children’s choir blog at <http://chfchildrenschoir.wordpress.com> for up-to-date announcements and information about the music on which the choir will be working.

Calendar

Sun., Jan. 2

No Sunday School this week.

Wed. Jan. 5:

No Children’s Choir this week.

Thurs., Jan. 6:
Feast of the Epiphany 
Sun., Jan. 9:

Children’s liturgy at the 8:55 service; Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Wed., Jan. 12:
Children’s choir resumes rehearsing, 5:30

Sat., Jan. 15:
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Sun., Jan. 16:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Wed., Jan. 19:
Children’s Choir, 5:30

Sun., Jan. 23:
Children’s Liturgy at the 8:55 service; Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Wed., Jan. 26:
Children’s Choir, 5:30

Sun., Jan. 30:
No Sunday School, but there will be an activity scheduled.  Stay tuned to 

your bulletins for details

Differences
In January, we celebrate the fact that God brings many different kinds of people together and loves them all equally.  In this month, we enter the season of Epiphany, which begins with our celebrating the wise men’s journey to offer gifts to the young Christ child.  The Bible does not exactly call these men “kings,” even though people sometimes call them the three kings; they are described more as wise scholars.  We don’t know exactly where they came from; Scripture simply says they came from “the East” following a star, and that they worshipped the young Jesus and offered him presents that symbolized an amazing future.  These details are extraordinary when you think about it.  These men were like professors or other important, smart people in today’s world.  They had way more money and education and power than a little kid like Jesus, who had no money, who was born in a stable because there wasn’t anywhere else for his mother to go, was ever likely to have.  But they came all the way from foreign countries to kneel down in reverence before him and give him important gifts.  It’s surprising.

It shouldn’t be that surprising, though.  In the Bible and in Christian history since the Bible was written, God endlessly brings different people together in ways like that.  St. Paul, for example, who began his work as a powerful, wealthy leader, worked side by side with slaves, whom he saw (and asked others to see) as being just as important as he was.   And about two thousand years later, in the United States, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., whose work we celebrate in January, continued this kind of work in God’s name.  He brought all kinds of unlikely people together to do God’s work.  He worked with powerful 

politicians and with people who had neither money nor power; with people of many different races; with members of different religions, to do something that seemed nearly impossible at the time.  And in the end, these people managed to get the laws changed so that in the U.S., African Americans were treated as the equals of white people instead of as lower and less important people.  God sees everyone as equally important, no matter who they are or what they look like or what jobs they have, no matter if the world sees them as very important or not important at all.  The wise men and St. Paul and Dr. King (along with thousands of others) understood that and acted as God wished.  Let us pray to do likewise ourselves, even when the world tells us it is impossible.  

Back to the Drawing Board!

Draw two pictures in the spaces below.  On the top, draw a picture of a way in which you have seen the world treat some people as if they were unimportant.  (If you need ideas – or even if you don’t – you can talk to your family about how the people in our world do not always treat some people as well as others.)  On the bottom, draw a picture about how you might act like the wise men, St. Paul, and Dr. King – how you might treat these people as equals and try to convince others to do the same.

______________________________________________________________________
