Holy Family Kids’ Affairs

A newsletter especially for kids!
April Calendar

Sun. April 3:
“Regular” Sunday School and worship – the Fourth Sunday in Lent

Wed. April 6: 
Lenten Wednesday program

Sun. April 10:
“Regular” Sunday School and worship – the Fifth Sunday in lent

Wed. April 13:
last Lenten Wednesday program

Sun. April 17: 
Palm Sunday – no Sunday School; come make palm crosses in the Parish Hall

Mon. April 18 – Sat. April 23: Holy Week (special services all week)

Sun. April 24:
 Easter Sunday – no Sunday School; join the Easter Egg hunt and “Alleluia” parade!

Activities For Holy Week and Easter
During the month of April, we will celebrate Easter-- the most important feast of the church year.  Here are a few ideas for making this month especially memorable, interesting, and creative.

· Have you and your family enjoyed our Wednesday Lenten Evenings yet? If not, we still have two more happening on April 6 and April 13. Plan to come for supper between 5:45 and 6:30; afterward, there are activities for kids ages  5 – 5th grade from 6:30 – 7:30. Join us for lots of fun! If you’re loaded with homework—come anyway and enjoy a “study hall” right here at CHF.

· Now that spring is finally here, you might enjoy creating a “Lenten Garden.” There are many different ways to do so, and you can be as creative as you wish. The simplest Lenten Garden is made in a large plant saucer using soil, moss, and rocks to create a miniature scene from the Bible—the Tomb of Jesus. You can see a wonderful example here:                        http://www.aholyexperience.com/2010/03/family-activities-to-celebrate-jesus/
· On Palm Sunday, April 17th, we remember Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem, a day when  the people treated him as a king, honoring him by waving palm branches and shouting, “Hosanna!” Join us in the garden as we bless palm branches and wave them in the air, singing and processing around the church yard.  You can save your special palm branch until next year when we will burn them to create ashes for Ash Wednesday services.        Here is a nice little video that shows how to fold your palm into a cross:
http://www.squidoo.com/FoldingPalms

· The week before Easter is called “Holy Week.” One way to make this week special at your house is to have a short prayer time before or after supper. Kids can take turns doing to readings and snuffing out the candles.  Here is an idea for using seven candles on your table. The seven candles symbolize the Light of Christ—the Light that was God’s glory and that illuminated God for us. As we move through Holy Week, the candles are snuffed out one by one, until all are dark on Good Friday, when Jesus died and the earth was covered with shadow. 

Daily readings begin on the Saturday of Palm Sunday weekend. The readings correspond with the lighting of seven candles. On the first day, all seven candles should be burning as you begin reading the first devotional. At the end of the reading, snuff out one candle. On the second day, six candles burn as you begin reading, and you snuff out one of them at the end of the reading, and so on. On Good Friday, the last candle is extinguished. This leaves Saturday, the day before Easter, with no devotional, a reminder of the emptiness experienced by Jesus’ followers between his death and resurrection. On Easter, we light all seven candles. All the candles burn as we praise him—the Light of the World, the Bright Morning Star, the Glory of God!
The Story of Easter: The Seven Candles
+ A Holy Week Devotional +
Palm Saturday: Light seven candles:  Read, John 1:1-5   Snuff out one candle.

Palm Sunday: Light six candles.  Read Luke 19: 29-38.  Snuff out one candle.

Monday of Holy Week: Light five candles. Mark 14: 12-17, 22-26.  Snuff out one candle.

Tuesday of Holy Week: Light four candles. Read John 18: 1-5a. Snuff out one candle.

Wednesday of Holy Week: Light three candles. Read Matt. 26: 57-66. Snuff out one candle.

Maundy Thursday: Light two candles. Read John 18: 28-37 and 19:15-16.  Snuff out one candle.

Good Friday: Light one candle. Read Luke 23: 33-46. Then, extinguish the last candle.

Holy Saturday: The candles remain unlit. 

Easter Sunday: Light all seven candles. Read Matt. 28: 1-10 

Adapted from The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Paschal Narratives lesson         

Bible Readings from New Revised Standard Version
